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bestow happiness on persons who show even a little amount
of devotion to you. You have annihilated Yama. You
destroyed Tripuras by just opening your third eye. You
wear Crescent Moon and Ganga on your head. You remove
the screen of illusion that blinds my vision and save me. In
fact you are the preceptor of all preceptors'1.

The Lord was pleased by the praise rendered by
Markandeya and said that Mangalayana teertha would
henceforth be known as Markandeya teertha and that he
would be ever present in the Linga installed by him to
bestow boons on its worshippers. Then Markandeya left the
place praising and preaching the glory of Sadasiva.

Chapter 52 of Sthalapurana

Gurur Brahma Gunir Vishnu Gururddevo Maheswaraha
Guru satchat Parabrahma tasmai Sri Gurave namaha I I

Guru is Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara. He is
Parabrahma Himself. Therefore I pay obeisance to Sri Guru
deva.

Chapter 26
BHAKTA KANNAPPA
Parti
Sage Bharadwaja wanted to know the story of Bhakta
Kannappa. Sage Romasa began the narration as follows:
Once there was a strong yaksha called Manimanta.
He was a very haughty person. He saw a beautiful deer
with golden fleece having spots like diamonds. Manimanta
caught hold of it and strangled it. Nandi saw this ghastly
act and grew wild. He said, "You cruel man! You have
killed the pet deer of Kubera mercilessly. As a result of this
sinful deed you will be born as a hunter and wander in the